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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God of grace and goodness, thank 
You for giving us another day. 

Your divine wisdom and power are 
abundantly sufficient for our many 
needs. Endow the Members of this as-
sembly with a loyalty that never waiv-
ers and a courage that never falters as 
they seek to fulfill the high and holy 
mission which has been entrusted to 
them. 

May it be their purpose, and all of 
ours, to see to the hopes of so many 
Americans, that we authenticate the 
grandeur and glory of the ideals and 
principles of our democracy with the 
work we do. 

Grant that the men and women of the 
people’s House find the courage and 
wisdom to work together to forge solu-
tions to the many needs of our Nation, 
and ease the anxieties of so many. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from New Mexico (Ms. 
MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

CALLING FOR ZHU YUFU RELEASE 
ON TIANANMEN SQUARE ANNI-
VERSARY 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, on 
June 4, 1989, pro-democracy demonstra-
tors were killed by Chinese troops 
while peacefully advocating for govern-
ment accountability and political and 
economic reforms. 

In the aftermath, the Chinese Gov-
ernment arrested large numbers of pro-
testers and their supporters, prohibited 
other demonstrations, expelled foreign 
journalists, and have prohibited discus-
sion or remembrance of these events 
ever since. 

Today is a solemn reminder of the 
state of human rights in China 26 years 
after Tiananmen Square. 

Since 2011, Zhu Yufu, a Chinese de-
mocracy advocate, Christian dissident, 
and poet has languished in prison sim-
ply for expressing his democratic be-
liefs. Today, I urge his immediate and 
unconditional release. 

As part of the Defending Freedoms 
Project, my colleagues and I will con-
tinue to shine a light on Zhu Yufu’s 
case and that of other prisoners of con-
science. I applaud Zhu Yufu and his fel-
low champions of freedom for their 
courage. We thank them for their cour-
age. They are not alone. 

URGING SUPPORT FOR SANCHEZ- 
YOUNG SOCIAL SECURITY DIS-
ABILITY INSURANCE FOR TERMI-
NALLY ILL ACT 

(Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
of New Mexico asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, imagine that 
your loved one was diagnosed with ter-
minal leukemia on January 1. They 
will undergo chemotherapy, need daily 
medical care and attention, and be un-
able to work. 

Without any income, they apply for 
Social Security disability insurance 
benefits and are quickly approved. 
However, due to an archaic, bureau-
cratic law, your loved one will have to 
wait 5 months before receiving any 
benefits. If you were diagnosed with a 
terminal illness on the first week of 
the new year, you wouldn’t receive dis-
ability benefits until this week, the 
21st week of the year. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish this was just a 
hypothetical example, but this hap-
pened to an Albuquerque resident and 
my friend, Jeremy Sanchez, who had to 
wait months before receiving the bene-
fits that he earned, after being diag-
nosed with leukemia. 

That is why I, along with my col-
league Congressman ISRAEL, am intro-
ducing the Sanchez-Young Social Secu-
rity Disability Insurance for the Ter-
minally Ill Act, which would repeal the 
5-month waiting period for the termi-
nally ill and ensure that SSDI protects 
the most vulnerable recipients when 
they need it most. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
sensible bill. 

f 

HONORING LAKE COUNTY FOREST 
PRESERVE 

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the men and women of the 
Lake County Forest Preserve District 
and their 100-year vision for protecting 
Lake County’s unique and precious en-
vironment. 

Led by Executive Director Ty 
Kovach, they have assembled a bold, 
100-year vision for how to preserve our 
wildlife and this natural resource, not 
just for us today, but for our children 
and our children’s children. 

Mr. Speaker, the Lake County Forest 
Preserve District wants to ensure fu-
ture generations can reap the benefits 
from a healthy and resilient environ-
ment and understand that the only way 
to ensure a better future is to make 
changes today. Their education and 
leadership on conservation issues will 
go a long way to protecting this incred-
ible resource. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank them for their 
efforts and humbly stand by their side 
to continue to champion the impor-
tance of protecting our environment. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

EXTEND FLORIDA’S GULF COAST 
OIL DRILLING BAN TO YEAR 2027 

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to speak in support of new legisla-
tion I am cosponsoring with my friend 
Congressman DAVID JOLLY to extend 
Florida’s Gulf Coast oil drilling ban to 
the year 2027. 

The drilling ban currently extends 
125 miles off much of Florida’s Gulf 
Coast and as far as 235 miles in some 
areas, but it is set to expire in 2022. 
There are some in the Senate trying to 
reduce the ban to just 50 miles as soon 
as next year. 

This legislation reaffirms our com-
mitment to protecting Florida’s pre-
cious Gulf Coast beaches and will pro-
tect the environment, our economy, 
and military operations in the Gulf. 

An oil spill like Deepwater Horizon 
just 50 miles off of northwest Florida’s 
beaches would be devastating for our 
region. We can’t allow that to happen 
and should pass this legislation to ex-
tend the drilling ban and protect Flor-
ida’s Gulf Coast beaches. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PENN STATE 
CREAMERY ON 150 YEARS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, House Majority Leader 
KEVIN MCCARTHY calls it ‘‘some of the 
best ice cream I have had outside of my 
hometown of Bakersfield.’’ 

The majority leader, of course, is re-
ferring to the ice cream produced at 
Penn State University’s Berkey Cream-
ery. I am proud to rise today in rec-

ognition of the creamery’s 150th anni-
versary. 

The creamery, located in the Rodney 
A. Erickson Food Science Building on 
Penn State University’s main campus, 
was first established in 1865. 

Penn State is home to the largest 
university creamery in the United 
States, using more than 4.5 million 
pounds of milk each year, supporting 
Pennsylvania’s robust dairy industry. 

To help celebrate their 150th anniver-
sary, the creamery has launched a so-
cial media contest, which allows fans 
to select the special sesquicentennial 
flavor. Voters have a few days left to 
choose between birthday cake, straw-
berry cheesecake, or red velvet. 

Mr. Speaker, as a proud graduate of 
Penn State University, I congratulate 
the Berkey Creamery on 150 years of 
creating countless memories, and espe-
cially the hard-working student em-
ployees and the 23 full-time employees 
that make the operations such a great 
success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TAMPA BAY 
ESTUARY PROGRAM 

(Mr. JOLLY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Tampa Bay Estuary 
Program and the great work they have 
done since their founding in 1991. 

The Tampa Bay Estuary contains one 
of the most vibrant and productive eco-
systems along the Gulf Coast because 
the unique mix of saltwater from the 
Gulf and freshwater from rivers and up-
lands have created abundant nurseries 
for juvenile fish and other sea life. 
More than 70 percent of all fish, shell-
fish, and crustaceans spend some crit-
ical stage of their development in these 
near-shore waters protected from larg-
er predators that swim the open sea. 

Very importantly, scientists at the 
Southwest Florida Water Management 
District have found that Tampa Bay 
now supports over 40,000 acres of sea 
grass beds. Tampa Bay is Florida’s 
largest open water estuary. Due to the 
great work of the program, Tampa 
Bay’s water quality is now as good as it 
was in 1950. 

I want to thank the leadership of 
Tampa Bay’s estuary program, particu-
larly Executive Director Holly Green-
ing, for her vision not only for the es-
tuary program, but for the entire 
Tampa Bay community. 

Tampa Bay is coming back to life, 
again assuming its position as the 
shimmering economic and environ-
mental centerpiece of the vibrant 
southwest Florida region. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHUCK JOHNSON 

(Mr. ZINKE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ZINKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Chuck Johnson, a 

man who kept me and countless other 
public servants in Montana honest and 
accountable as the capitol bureau chief 
and longtime political reporter. 

Chuck’s 43-year journalism career 
began in 1977. In the decades since, 
Chuck has been the primary educator 
of government, politics, and ethics for 
generations of Montanans. 

I had the pleasure of getting to know 
Chuck as a State senator and had the 
distinct pleasure of traveling with him 
across Montana. He is a straight shoot-
er and a true professional. 

In the era of online and 24-hour news 
outlets that push agendas and competi-
tion for cliques, Chuck’s modus ope-
randi was to tell the truth, tell the 
facts, and let the people of Montana de-
cide. I urge future journalists to study 
his work and learn what they can from 
this true Montana professional. 

I wish Chuck fair winds and following 
seas in his retirement. Bravo Zulu. 

f 

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HULTGREN). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 287 and rule XVIII, the Chair de-
clares the House in the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the 
Union for the further consideration of 
the bill, H.R. 2577. 

Will the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
POE) kindly take the chair. 

b 0912 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
2577) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and 
Housing and Urban Development, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other 
purposes, with Mr. POE of Texas (Act-
ing Chair) in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole rose earlier today, 
an amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GRAYSON) 
had been disposed of, and the bill had 
been read through page 156, line 15. 

AMENDMENT NO. 7 OFFERED BY MRS. 
BLACKBURN 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Chairman, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. Each amount made available by 
this Act is hereby reduced by 1 percent. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 287, the gentlewoman 
from Tennessee and a Member opposed 
each will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Tennessee. 
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